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European Parliament resolution on the consequences of using depleted uranium munitions

The European Parliament,
A.  whereas in several European countries there is growing concern about the consequences of exposure to radiation and inhalation of toxic dust resulting from the use of depleted uranium weapons, which may have affected a number of soldiers who took part in the military operations in the former Yugoslavia, particularly in Bosnia in 1995 and Kosovo in 1999,

B.  whereas there is as yet no clearly established medical or statistical proof of a link between the use of depleted uranium in ammunition and the occurrence of leukaemia and other forms of cancer, as well as other diseases amongst soldiers and policemen; whereas if a causal link were to be established between the use of such weapons and the health problems brought to light, there would be serious concern about the health of the civilians in the areas affected,

C.  whereas most of the governments of the States concerned sent fact-finding teams to the area and called for an urgent meeting of the relevant NATO bodies with a view to obtaining further information on the use of depleted uranium munitions and the target zones; whereas, furthermore, at the request of the United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has started an investigation into the matter in Kosovo, 

D.  whereas the information contained in the various reports produced - including those by the United Nations - remains incomplete, and whereas a fuller exchange of information should be held within NATO, with an active contribution being made by the US authorities; whereas, however, the UNEP has already recommended in its preliminary report that the relevant sites in Kosovo be sealed off and that medical checks be carried out on the people living in the vicinity of those sites,

E.  whereas the International Atomic Energy Agency has expressed alarm and considers it essential for a study to be conducted of the areas in which depleted uranium munitions were used and on all those who came into contact with such weapons; whereas the agency has endorsed the precautionary measures called for by the UNEP, 

F.  whereas a thorough investigation must be conducted into all the effects of the military operations conducted during the conflicts in Bosnia and Kosovo on military personnel, the civilian population and the environment, 

G.  whereas so far in Italy, Belgium, Portugal and Spain cases are under investigation in which soldiers have died, are dying or are seriously ill allegedly as the result of being exposed to the effects of depleted uranium,

H.  taking into account the recent statement by President Prodi that the Commission is particularly concerned about the impact of years of conflict on health and the environment in the Balkan region and that the Commission's services have been asked to collect and analyse all relevant information on the situation in the region,

I.  whereas its Environment Committee has asked STOA to conduct an independent study on environmental and health effects of the use of depleted uranium,

1.  Calls on the Council and the Member States to foster a clear and transparent debate on this matter as part of action taken in connection with the establishment of the new EU security and defence policy, to look into the matter without delay, and to give due consideration to all measures that might be necessary in order to protect public health and the environment; 

2.  Calls on the Council and the Member States to set up an independent European medical working party responsible for looking into the issues arising in connection with the possible relationship between the use of depleted uranium munitions and the death or illness of some of the soldiers who took part in the military operations in Bosnia and Kosovo, using all appropriate measures; 

3.  Calls for an assessment also to be made of the possible long-term effects on the sites which were bombed and, therefore, on the civilian population, whether due to direct exposure (inhalation or irradiation) or indirect exposure (contamination of the food chain and water); 

4.  Calls on the Council and the Commission to ensure proper coordination of the findings of the enquiries conducted by the Member States and by the various international specialised agencies (UNEP, WHO, etc.), with a view to analysing all the effects of the military operations in Bosnia and Kosovo;

5.  Urges that measures to provide assistance to civilian victims and to protect the environment following the military operations will be given priority in aid programmes for the Balkans and the reconstruction of the countries of the former Yugoslavia;

6.  Calls on the Member States that are also NATO members to propose that a moratorium be placed on the use of depleted uranium weapons in accordance with the precautionary principle as defined in the Council resolution adopted at the European Council meeting in Nice and the European Parliament's resolution on the subject;

7.  Asks NATO to consider other types of munitions until the results of the investigations on depleted uranium are known;

8.  Calls on the Council Presidency and the High Representative for the CFSP to provide it with regular reports on deliberations within the Council and its bodies relating to the issue of the 'Balkan syndrome'; 

9.  Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the governments of the Member States, the Secretary-General of NATO and the United States Congress. 
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