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Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention

European Parliament resolution on the Convention on the Prohibition of Biological and
Toxin Weapons (BTWC), cluster bombs and conventional arms

The European Parliament,

having regard to the Third Review Conferencehen1t980 Convention on Certain
Conventional Weapons (CCW), taking place in Geriesa 7 to 17 November 2006,

having regard to the Sixth Review Conferencehenlt972 Biological and Toxin
Weapons Convention (BTWC) to be held in Geneva f2@nNovember to 8 December
2006,

having regard to Council Joint Action 2006/1848PFof 27 February 2006 in support of
the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention, infilaenework of the EU Strategy
against the Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Detitia', the objectives of which are to
promote the universality of the BTWC and supparintplementation by State Parties in
order to ensure that State Parties transpose tmational obligations of the BTWC into
their national legislation and administrative measu

having regard to the EU Action Plan in respedhefBTWC, which was agreed in
parallel with the Joint Action and in which Memi&tates undertook to submit
confidence-building measures returns to the Uritations and lists of relevant experts
and laboratories to the United Nations Secretange@a to facilitate any investigation
into alleged chemical and biological weapons use,

having regard to Council Common Position 2006/2&5P of 20 March 2006 relating to
the 2006 Review Conference of the Biological andif@Veapons Convention

(BTWC)?, the objectives which are to strengthen furtherBAWC and promote a
successful outcome to the Sixth Review Conference,

having regard to the European Security Strategytlae EU Strategy against the
Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction, addpit the Brussels European Council
of 12 to 13 December 2003, and its resolution oNb¥ember 2005 on non-proliferation
of weapons of mass destruction: a role for the fema Parliament

having regard to Rule 103(4) of its Rules of lerhae,

whereas the BTWC, which was opened for signatud®72 and entered into force in
1975, is the first multilateral disarmament trelaggnning an entire category of weapons,
and whereas it currently has 155 States Partiéls,axfurther 16 having signed but not yet
ratified the Convention,

whereas the Sixth Review Conference, which take place in Geneva from 20
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November to 8 December 2006, will be the first apyaty for States Parties to examine
the operation of the Convention since the FifthiBevConference ended in 2002, and
whereas it will provide the States Parties withdpportunity to reconfirm their
commitment to the complete prohibition of biolodiegeapons and to address any
problems or shortcomings in the operation of thev@ation,

whereas the first part of the Fifth Review Goahce ended in failure, largely owing to
the US Administration's withdrawal from the negbtias on devising a legally-binding
compliance-strengthening mechanism,

whereas, although the number of signatorieseiadily growing (100 to the introductory
framework agreement in January 2006), the CCWrigdan universal and whereas the
number of signatories is substantially lower fsrfive protocols which contain the
practical implementing provisions of the Convention

Stresses that the objective of the EuropeanrUsiiould be to build on the success of the
BTWC regime, to further strengthen the BTWC angrmmote a successful outcome to
the Sixth Review Conference;

Welcomes the Council and Commission's continatipismatic action to keep alive
international efforts to strengthen the BTWC armbgrnises the EU's role in promoting
the exploration of voluntary non-binding inspecgBas 'confidence-building measures’
and the strengthening of national legislation & tlin-up to the Review Conference;

Attaches, therefore, great importance to a tginaand full review of the operation of the
BTWC in order to identify, discuss and agree onrtteasures to be taken to further
strengthen the Convention;

Calls on the Council and Member States to prertiad accession of all States to the
BTWC, including by calling on all States not patttgreto to accede to the BTWC
without further delay and working towards a dediarathat the ban on biological and
toxin weapons is a universally binding rule of nniional law;

Encourages the EU, therefore, to take up tbigeisn the transatlantic fora, in particular
NATO, and to persuade the US administration to meway from its unilateral point of
view and to contribute to the relaunch and enhaecewf the multilateral framework;

Calls on the Council and Commission to promatiecompliance with the obligations
under the BTWC and, where necessary, the strengthehnational implementation
measures, including penal legislation and contvel pathogenic micro-organisms and
toxins in the framework of the BTWC;

Calls on the Council and Member States to doute to the improvement of the
mechanisms for verifying compliance by the Stat@si&s by promoting efforts to
enhance transparency through increased exchang®ohation among States Parties,
including identifying measures to assess and ermhtmgccountry coverage and the
usefulness of the Confidence Building Measures aeisim;

Calls on the Council and Member States to prermaompliance with obligations under
UN Security Council Resolution 1540, in particuiameliminate the risk of biological or
toxin weapons being acquired or used for terrgugposes, including possible terrorist
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access to materials, equipment and knowledge thedl be used in the development and
production of biological and toxin weapons;

Calls on the Council and Member States to premonhsideration of, and decisions on
further action on, the work undertaken to date utitgke intersessional programme during
the period 2003 to 2005 and the efforts to diseusspromote common understanding
and effective action in particular on: enhancingiinational capabilities for responding
to, investigating and mitigating the effects ofemsf alleged use of biological or toxin
weapons or suspicious outbreaks of disease; stremigg and broadening national and
international institutional efforts and existing chanisms for the surveillance, detection,
diagnosis and combating of infectious diseasestafiig humans, animals and plants; the
content, promulgation and adoption of codes of aohtbr scientists in the field relevant
to the BTWC in order to raise awareness of the BTaM@ to help relevant actors to
comply with their legal, regulatory and professioofaligations and ethical principles;

Calls on the Council and Member States to su@pfurther intersessional work
programme during the period between the Sixth aw®h Review Conferences, to
identify specific areas and procedures for furgiregress under this work programme
and to promote the convening of a Seventh Revienfé&€ence of the BTWC to be held
no later than 2011,

Calls upon the EU and its Member States to arkl to ensure that the scope of
Protocol Ill to the CCW on Incendiary Weapons ipaxded in order to prevent the
further use of white phosphorus shells againstanyliand civilian targets and to stop the
use of (depleted) uranium warheads;

Welcomes the fact that Protocol V to the COWEaplosive Remnants of War entered
into force on 12 November 2006 and has therefoterne binding international law;
stresses that this means that States must cleatetrd@ories of unexploded ordnance to
reduce the number of civilian casualties followaanflicts; also stresses that this
Protocol obliges those parties responsible forémenants to assist in their clearance,
even if the territory concerned is not under tlsemtrol; insists that this Protocol applies
to all types of unexploded ordnance, including @usunitions;

Is nevertheless convinced that many more $S#diteuld sign and ratify the CCW and its
five Protocols, and calls upon the Council andGeenmission to do everything possible
to ensure that all Member States duly sign andiyrBtiotocol V and that all countries
receiving disarmament assistance sign and ratyptbtocol as well, even if so far they
have not acceded to the CCW (e.g. Lebanon);

Calls upon the EU and the Member States to ddman the spirit of the CCW's aim of
establishing protocols on relevant weapon-systetrenwvthe need arises and pending a
specific Convention on this issue — the creatioa specific Protocol VI to
unambiguously ban the production, stockpiling, $fanand use of all types of cluster
munitions (fragmentation bombs);

In this light, welcomes in particular the postresponse by a coalition of more than 30
States (amongst them many Member States, incligihgjum, Sweden, Germany,
France, Austria, Denmark, Spain and the Czech Rigpub the call made by both Kofi
Annan and Jan Egeland at the beginning of the C@edw Conference for negotiations
to start without delay to establish a comprehenana effective convention to ban cluster
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munitions worldwide, in the same way as has be@e dior anti-personnel mines; calls on
the EU and all Member States to support this itivieas actively as possible;

Calls upon all Member States, the Council tledCommission to work hard to ensure
that, within the foreseeable future, both the BT@Md the CCW are equipped with a
permanent secretariat to oversee their successfiémentation, along the lines of the
Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weaponhich was created for that
purpose under the Chemical Weapons Convention;

Instructs its President to forward this regofuto the Council, the Commission, the
parliaments and governments of the Member Stdtegdrliaments and governments of
the States Parties to the BTWC and CCW and theopppte specialised NGOs.



