


Date:
To: Ministry of Foreign Affairs/Foreign Minister

Depleted Uranium (DU) is a by-product of the enrichment of uranium for nuclear fuel and weapons. It is a radioactive and chemically toxic heavy metal that is as dense as gold. Its density was attractive to the military who developed solid bullets in a variety of sizes to use as armour-piercing ammunition. Hundreds of tonnes have been used around the world in recent years - in Iraq, Bosnia, Serbia and Kosovo. At least 18 countries in the world possess DU weapons and it is highly likely that they will be used in future conflicts.

When DU bullets - or penetrators - hit hard targets, they spontaneously burn at high temperatures, producing a fine dust. This dust presents a hazard to human and environmental health. Penetrators that miss their target gradually corrode, contaminating soil and groundwater. 


The use of DU creates a long-term health hazard for civilians and the military, it interferes with post-conflict reconstruction, spreads fear and is difficult and expensive to remove - the properties of DU weapons ensure that it is impossible to completely decontaminate sites where they are fired.

United Nations General Assembly resolutions ‘Effects of the use of armaments and ammunitions containing depleted uranium’ passed in 2007 (A/C.1/62/L.18/Rev.1) and 2008 (A/C.1/63/L.26) accepted that conventional uranium weapons have the potential to harm human health and the environment, meanwhile the topic of depleted uranium weapons will return to the UN First Committee in October 2010.

Both resolutions called on Member States to submit reports on the issue to the Secretary General. A/C.1/63/L.26 invited: Member States and relevant international organizations, particularly those that have not yet done so, to communicate to the Secretary-General their views on the effects of the use of armaments and ammunitions containing depleted uranium. 


Our group/coalition urges the Foreign Ministry to submit its views in accordance with this request. In doing so we would refer you to the following documents:

1. Effects of the use of armaments and ammunitions containing depleted uranium A/C.1/63/L.26  http://www.bandepleteduranium.org/en/docs/94.pdf
2. European Parliament resolution of 22 May 2008 on (depleted) uranium weapons and their effect on human health and the environment – towards a global ban on the use of such weapons P6_TA(2008)0233 http://bit.ly/2ualUC
3. Resolución Latinoamericana de la Comision de Derechos Humanos, Justicia y Politicas Carcelarias: Prohibición de las armas de uranio http://www.bandepleteduranium.org/en/docs/110.pdf
4. ICBUW Discussion paper: towards the 2010 First Committee – uranium weapons, precaution and transparency. (Attached)
5. ICBUW: A short introduction to the legal status of uranium weapons. (Attached)
6. ICBUW: Review of the latest scientific papers on DU. http://www.bandepleteduranium.org/en/docs/58.pdf
 
We believe that uranium weapons represent a potential threat to human health and the environment and that their use breaches key principles of international humanitarian law. We urge the government to submit a response to the UN Secretary General in accordance with A/C.1/63/L.26 and support any third resolution on the issue at the UN First Committee this October.


Yours sincerely,



